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»Sneaking dark patterns seek to hide, disguise, or delay the divulging of information
relevant to the consumer’s decision (Gray et al., 2018{23]), particularly regarding costs,
and may exploit limited attention, default bias, the anchoring effect or sunk cost fallacy in
consumers. Examples include adding new and potentially significant non-optional
charges to the total price when a consumer is just about to complete a purchase
(otherwise known as drip pricing); sneaking an item into a consumer’s basket without
consent e.g. via a checkbox on a prior page; or automatically renewing a purchase,
including following a trial period, without the consumer’s explicit consent (i.e. hidden
subscription s subscription trap, also known as forced continuity). Providing a consumer
with unsolicited goods or services is also more generally described as inertia selling or
negative option billing.»
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